VARNAU’S PROTEST OF WENNINGER’S CANDIDACY

HEARING – BROWN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

MAY 5, 2008 AT 0900 HRS.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

1.)  The Board of Elections is bound by law to accept, consider, and investigate the protest allegations I have made concerning Mr. Wenninger’s candidacy.  Not allowing my protest would violate my U.S. Constitution 14th Amendment guarantee of “equal protection.” 

2.)  If the Board does not allow my protest to be considered, the documentation I have provided to the Board at this hearing provides substantial notice to the Board of an illegal election irregularity existing in Brown County since 2000.  Such notice given this Board has been witnessed by many individuals attending this meeting – a cross section of individuals transcending political party lines.  

3.)  The Board, under Ohio Revised Code §3501.11, has a duty to investigate irregularities or violations of Title 35 of the Revised Code and report the facts of their completed investigation to the prosecuting attorney or secretary of state.  I believe that the Board members also have a moral duty toward their party members, and all citizens of our county, to act based upon the information provided to them during this hearing.  

4.)  If the information contained in my protest documentation, incorporated herein by reference, is accurate and correct, the Board of Elections cannot neglect taking  immediate action to prevent an ineligible candidate’s name from being placed on the November 4, 2008 ballot.

5.)  If Mr. Wenninger’s Ohio Police Officers’ Academy peace officer certificate expired on January 1, 2005, then he is presently a civilian, acting as sheriff, though not legally being sheriff.  This poses significant questions of present and future legal liability issues being assumed by the county commissioners, and the Board of Elections members, if appropriate action is not taken to correct the irregularity in a timely manner.  
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