VARNAU’S PROTEST OF WENNINGER’S CANDIDACY

HEARING – BROWN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

MAY 5, 2008 AT 0900 HRS.

ISSUE #1 OF 2 -  Mr. Bill Herdman’s Conflict Of Interest In This Matter Disqualifies Him From Participating In This Hearing
Mr. Herdman has been directly involved in facilitating the candidacy of Mr. Wenninger since the year 2000.  As chairman of the Brown County Republican Party, Mr. Herdman was instrumental in pushing Mr. Wenninger on through the candidacy process in 2000, and again in 2003, following Mr. Wenninger’s trial.  

Evidence and facts indicate that Mr. Herdman was involved in recruiting then Representative Tom Niehaus to effect a change in the election laws for sheriff qualifications in 2003, solely for the purpose of making Mr. Wenninger’s educational credentials sufficient to satisfy the Ohio Revised Code §311.01(B)(9)(b) educational requirements in the 2004 elections.  Senator Niehaus adamantly denies that his amendment was specifically designed for Mr. Wenninger’s benefit, nevertheless, the facts dictate otherwise.  

It is obvious that, at least, both Mr. Herdman and then Representative Niehaus recognized a need to do something, because Mr. Wenninger’s educational credentials fell short of that necessary to qualify him as an eligible candidate for sheriff under the 2000 election laws.  This fact became evident after Mr. Wenninger’s indictment for intentional falsification of election documents.  Said fact was further reinforced, during Mr. Wenninger’s trial, when the Judge Ringland denied a motion to dismiss, saying the State had made its case with respect to Mr. Wenninger’s ineligibility as a candidate for sheriff.  

I contend that this concerted effort to change the election laws in order to validate Mr. Wenninger’s inferior credentials was specifically designed to circumvent the election laws and cover up an existing illegal irregularity – an unqualified candidate’s name having been placed on the 2000 ballot – indicating that both Mr. Herdman and then Representative Niehaus were aware that election laws had already been broken.

I further contend that this action by Mr. Herdman and then Representative Niehaus constituted the perpetration of a fraud on the citizens of Brown County and the election process, in violation of Ohio’s election laws.  This fraud further ensconced Mr. Wenninger’ ineligibility, eventually producing unprecedented monetary losses for the county and its insurer in lawsuit settlements mainly attributable to Mr. Wenninger’s lack of experience and poor judgment by not ever having been a qualified candidate for sheriff.  

It is my belief that all the costs incurred by the county as a result of Mr. Wenninger’s actions can be directly attributed to the actions of Mr. Herdman, then Representative Niehaus, the Republican Party for presenting Mr. Wenninger as a qualified candidate in 2000, and any other individuals complicit in that fraud perpetrated upon the citizens of Brown County and Board of Elections.  Taxpayers should never have to carry the burden of monetary losses resulting from deliberate  machinations specifically designed to subvert the election laws and process.  All monetary liability should be pinned on the proximate cause underlying all losses incurred by the county, that being each and every entity involved in aiding and abetting such fraud.  

VARNAU CLAIMS:

1.)  That Mr. Herdman’s actions throughout the lifespan of this matter constitutes a conflict of interest, preventing him from participating in this hearing.  His actions  also provide enough reasons in support of his immediate removal as a member of the Brown County Board of Elections, and;

2.)  That the Board of Elections has a duty to investigate Mr. Herdman’s and Senator Tom Niehaus’ involvement in circumventing the election laws to cover up an existing illegal irregularity in violation of the election laws – Mr. Wenninger’s ineligibility as a candidate for sheriff, and ineligibility to assume the office of sheriff.  
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